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told Cambon in the afternoon, "was a much more important
matter" 15- than the neutrality of Luxemburg. The viola-
tion of the latter did not of itself bring a decisive change in
the attitude of the Cabinet. The decisive fact was that
about noon a letter was brought from Mr. Bonar Law, the
leader of the Unionist Party, assuring the Cabinet of sup-
port of his followers in Parliament. Such support had
already been intimated unofficially to Winston Churchill in
a letter three days earlier from another prominent Unionist,
Mr. F. E, Smith3 later Lord Birkenhead.158 But Mr. Bonar
Law's letter might be regarded as official, and represented
the expressed view of a number of most important Unionist
leaders, including Lord Lansdowne, who had hurried up to
London to make his influence felt. Mr. Bonar Law's letter
was as follows:
2nd August, 1914.
Dear Mr. Asquith,—Lord Lansdowne and I feel it our
duty to inform you that, in our opinion, as well as in that
of all the colleagues whom we have been able to consult, it
would be fatal to the honor and security of the United King-
dom to hesitate in supporting France and Russia at the
present juncture; and we offer our unhesitating support to
the Government in any measures that they may consider
necessary for that object.154
Roux, in Revue de$ Deux Monde$, Aug. 15, 1926. The violation of
Luxemburg was regarded by Sir Edward Grey as a much less important
matter than that of Belgium, partly because Luxemburg did not lie on the
English channel, and partly because Luxemburg's neutrality was secured
by a "collective guarantee," and Belgian neutrality by an "individual
guarantee." In the case of the former, a breach of the guarantee by one
of the guarantors might be regarded as liberating the other guarantors
from their obligations; not so, in the case of an "individual guarantee," in
which each guarantor remained obligated independently of the action of
the others, (c/. Grey, II, 3-10; and E. C. Stowell, The Diplomacy of the
War 0} 1014 (Boston, 1915), pp. 376 ff., 422 ff., 600 ff.).
i»2Grey to Bertie, Aug. 2, 4:45 P.M.; B.D., 487,
ins Churchill, The World Crisis, I, p. 215 f.
^4 First published in the London Times, Dec. 15, 1914, with some
explanatory remarks by Mr, Bonar Law; c/. also Lord Loreburn, How
the War Came, p. 210; and Mr, L. J. Maxse, in The National Review, Aug.
1918,

